set. 65, gardener, came to see me on the 12th May, 1883, complaining of an erection of the penis which had already lasted a week.
1883, complaining of an erection of the penis which had already lasted a week.
The history was that while riding a horse it ran away with him, and the unusual exertion had rubbed the skin off the nates, there was also considerable bruising of the gluteal region generally. The next morning he had an erection (a rarity with him) which had lasted ever since. He had had sexual intercourse in the hopes it would disappear, but that seemed to make it worse; he also suffered a good deal of pain. On examination I found the whole penis swollen, red and (edematous, and it looked at first sight as if he had a paraphimosis; this was in consequence of the foreskin (which was naturally retracted) at the base of the glans being so puffy and cedematous.
I at first ordered a cold lead lotion to be constantly applied, and gave him a mixture containing ten grains of bromide of potassium every three hours. In five days there was no improvement. I then pricked the penis all over with a fine needle; serum flowed abundantly, so I ordered hot bathing, poultices, &c., hoping to encourage the flow of serum, and so reduce the tension on the whole organ.
There was nothing to account for this erection apparently beyond the slight injury to the nates before mentioned. His bowels were thoroughly cleared out by aperients of calomel and jalap ; there was no swelling to be felt per rectum, or by palpation anywhere in the pelvis. In about three days there was a decided improvement, the penis gradually recovered its normal condition, till at the end of three weeks there was no trace of its recent turbulence.
